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Funeral SERMON 
For the W 
Mr. SAMUEL HARVEY, 
Who deceaſed April 17 1729. In the 


ziſt Year of his Age. 
Preachꝰd at 


CROUCHED-FRYERS, 
n ſome Enlargements. 
ot —— 

By M. HAR RIS D. D. 
— 
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Htgveglnetht: my „ Brongth in the way, he ſhort- 
neth my 
- 0 in the midſi of gpy days, for 22 Joes 
are W all generations. 


author, is entitled, The prayer of the 
4 affiitted when he is overwhelmed, 
and — out his complaint before the Lord. 


It was probably compoſed at the end of the 


Babyloniſn captivity, or ſoon after the Jews 
return to their own country, when the tem- 
ple lay in ruins; and the building of it met 
with great obſtruct on. This occaſioned ma- 


ny mournful reflections and complaints; as 


he ſometimes encourages himſelf in the hopes 
of God's faithfulneſs to his promiſe, and the 
honour it would be to his name in the eyes 
of the Gentile world. 

The words I have read are of the former 
kind. He weakneth my ſtrength in the way, 
he ſhortneth my days: The ſtrength of nature 
began to fail in 4 midſt of life: God ſeemed 
to threaten an immature death, and before 
the ordinary courſe of nature. This put him 

upon this prayer to God; O God, tale me 


me eee 9. d. with 
a 


relation to the caſe he had in view; © I hop- 
6 ed to have lived to (ce the finiſhing of the 


< temple, and that I had been in a fair way 
— to ir; but the great ren made to it, 


- ang 


B 


4%.“ ſaid, O God, take a 


11s palm, without the name of its 
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« and the great decays I find in my ſelf, 
« make me fear 1 ſhall fail of the rs. 
*© hopes: take me not away before it is com- 
« plete, but ſuffer me to live to ſee thy pro- 
_ 6 iſe ned.. 2s 
What the Phlmiſt here had only the ap- 
prehenſions of concerning himſelf, is ſome- 
l: timcs actually the caſe with other good men: 
| He weakneth their ſtrength in the way, and 
{ ſhortens their days, and takes them away in the 
midſt of their days. Nothing is more affecting 
| to conſidering minds, and more dark and un- 
19 accountable in preſent providence, than when 
5 eminently good and uſeful perſons are remov- 
ed in early life, while wicked and uſeleſs per- 
| ſons are ſpared to old age. It carries fome- 
thing ſtrange in its appearance, and is con- 
trary co nature. That old perſons die, worn 
out with ſervice, and decays of nature, is no 
wonder, and a lets loſs to the world; that is 
agreeable to the courſe of nature, and what 
every one expects. But when younger per- 
ſons are cut off in the midſt of cheir days, 
and the height of their uſefulneſs, richly fur- 
niſned, and ripe for ſervice, Jike bloſſoms nip'd 
in the tender bud, which promiſed much fair 
Job xxi. fruit, M hen one dies in his full ſtrength, and 
33 wholly at eaſe, while their breaſts are full of 
mill, and their bones of marrow: this natu- 
rally ſtrikes the mind with ſurprize and aſto- 
niſhment ; and we are apt not only to grieve 
at the loſs, but to be ſhocked at the appear- 
ance, and puzzled at the diſpenſation ; and to 
lay wich the Pfalmiſt on the like occaſion ; 


. 


. 


£37 

The day of his youth haſt thou ſhorined ; re- pf. Ixxix; 
member 8 my time is. I herefore n. 47. 
haſt thou made all men in vain ! I believe you 

are all beforehand with me in this reflection 
upon this melancholy occaſion ; and I thought 
1 could not more properly improve it, than 

by the conſideration of this ſubject. | I ſhall 

only propoſe, M on Ig 
I. To enquire into the reaſons of this diſ- 
penſation, and conſider what account can be 
given of it. 1 SFO 
II. To direct to the proper improvement, and 


' ſhew how ir may be made moſt uſeful to us. 

0 I ſhall ſpeak a little diſtinctly to both. = 

5 I. I ſhall enquire into the reaſons of it. 
; And begauſe the thing is ſtrange in its firſt 

- || appearance, and apt to perplex and diſtreſs 

'Þ our minds; it will be the more needful to of- 

J fer ſomething to juſtify the divine conduct, 

8 remove the horrour of the appearance, and 

t reconcile and ſatisfy our minds about it. 
- | I. There is the Sovereignt)y of the divine 

KC will. God is the Creator of the world, and 
— the natural Lord of his own creation. He 

d made us, and not we our ſelves: and we are 
ir His, and not our own: he has the right of diſ- 


A poſal who is Proprietor and Lord, and may 
of | do his pleaſure with his own creature: He 
1» created all things, and for his pleaſure they are 


0 and were created. He is an abſolute Sove- 
re reign, and he only is fit to be ſo; for he has 
- an higher right to all his creatures, than they 
to have to thetnſelves, or to any thing they call their 
i; own : and heis fit to exerciſe ſuch a power, who 


le 9 is 


[4] I 

is infinitely perfect, and can never miſtake or 
uſe it ill. We have nothing to fear from one 
who acts under the conduct of infinite wiſ- 

dom and goodneſs in all his was. 
His ſovereignty and dominion extends to all 
his creatures in heaven and earth: He doth 
his will in the armies of heaven, and - among 
all the inhabitants of the earth beneath. An; 
gels move at his command, and always do 

His wlll, And it teaches to all the diſpoſals, 

and all the circumſtances of life: He-hath 
Acts xvi. determined the bounds of our habitation, and 
85 the times before appointed: the place of our 
birth and abode, and all the relations and con- 
ditions of life. Vea, it reaches to life itſelf; 
Pfl. xxxi. for aur life and our times are in hs band: 


15. the different periods of our time in this world, 


and of our diſſolution and departure out of it. 


Jobxiv.5. His days are determined, and the number of 


his months are with thee, thou haſt appointed 

His bounds that he cannot paſs. He claims it 
Deut. mit as a prerogative of Deity: I wound and T heal, 
4 Lill and I make alive. God acts as the pro- 
per Sovereign of life, when he removes any out 

of the world, in whatſoever ſeaſon or circum- 

ſtance : he has the keys of hell and death; of 

the inviſible world, and the paſſage into it. 

And this is always a reaſon of ſilence and ſa- 
tisfaction. When Nadab and Abihu, the two 

ſons of Aaron, preſumptuouſſy offered ſtrange 

fire before the Lord; and an immediate and ex- 


traordinary vengeance overtook them, tis ſaid, 
Leit ag. Aud Aaron held his peace. When Samuel 


Bare related the terrible judgment upon Elis houſe, 


CON- 


Fs} 


33 concerning the death of his ſons 755 Hni and 


Phineas, he ſaid, Tis the Lord, let him do 


«what ſeemeth him god. When 706 receiv- 


ed the heayy tidings of the death of all his 
children in a violent manner, while they were 
cating and drinking in their elder brother's 


houſe; He rent his mantle, and ſhaved his job i. a0. 


bead, expreſſions of a deep ſorrow, and fe 

15 n the | ground and worſhipped : i. e. he 
wed a becoming and a religious concern: 

and as ſoon as he recovered himſelf, he made 


this wiſe and humble [cur ; Naked came 


4 . of: my. mother's womb, the earth, and 
paked ſhal I return thither : 1 2 Lord hath 
given, and the Lord hath taken away, and 
leſſed be the name of the Lord. He has a right 
to take his own gifts, who always retains his 
own propriety, and only lends us the uſe of 
them for a ſeaſon; , _ 
And his dominion is uncontroulable, as well 
as abſolute; and always takes place: Behold 
he taketh away, who can hinder him? who 


will ſay to him, what doſt thou? And, WH Job Ix; 13. 
hath — Ned his will? Nor is he accountable 


to his creatures for his proceedings: Cod isi. 13. 


725 than man, why doſt thou ſtrive againſt 
for he giveth not an account of any, of 
his matters by He is infinitely above us, and 
not to be arraigned at our bar; or obliged to 
ler us into the kd of his government, and 

the reaſons of his diſpoſals : that were for the 
judge to deſcend to = bar. We may ſay of 


the time of death, what the apoſtle ſays of Rom. is; 


3 diſpenſation of proyidence, NA) but, 10 
CY O man, 


Job ziy. 4 
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Rom. v. 


accident or diſcaſe ever befel us; and we are 


1 


Oman, who art thou who replieſt againft God ? 


It is finally to be reſolved into the ſovereign 


wil of God, and his abſolute pleaſure ; and 
this conſideration alone, - ought to fatisfy us, 
tho' nothing elſe could be faid about it. But 
the will of God is always reaſonable, and we 


may, without preſumption, afhgn other rea- 


ſons of this conduct, tho we cannot pretend 
to take in all his views, ot dive to the bottom 
of his deſigns. And therefore, 

2. Tis a point of viſdom. We are born 
mortal, and under a ſentence of death. This 
is the ſtate of faln nature, and the conſe- 
quence of the original threatning, Duſt thou 


art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt return, And 


the Apoſtle makes it the ſtanding effect of ſin, 
By one man ſin entered into the world, and death 


by jm, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have ſinned. We have the ſeeds of | 


mortality in our nature, and tend to a diffolu- 
tion by our make and conſtitution, tho“ no 


under the ſenrence »f the violated law, and 
liable to the execu.ion of it every moment, 


from our birth to our diſſolution. It muſt be 


executed ſome time or other: That is aſcer- 
rain'd by the divine law, and evident by uni- 
verſal experience; "Tis appointed for men once 
to die; and there is no diſchurge from that 
war. There have been but two exceptions in 


all the generations of men for more than five 
thouland years, that of Enoch and Elias, by 
a peculiar favour, and for an extraordinary | 


purpole, who were tranſlated ale, and car 


ried 


= rr m 


poſe, qui non fit morirums. | Fit, Aix. , v. © 1%, 


I. 
ried immediately up to heaven. It was a noble 
faying to this purpoſe, of Anaxagoras, one of 
che eminent Greek | Philoſophers, upon the 
tidings of his ſon's death; I knew that I bega: 
a mortal, and that he was liable to death w 


. .4 
— 


he firft came mto the world x. 


But now the time and the ſeaſon of it is 


nor ſettled by the divine law: that does not 


ſay, we ſhall die either old or young. Tis 


left to the divine pleaſure, and is a point of 


wiſdom, in what ſeaſon of life, or circum- 
ſtance of things, the ſentence. ſhall take place. 
God is at liberty to fix the time as he pleaſes, and 
to execute the ſentence in what part of liſe 
he fees fit, whether in youth, or old age. 
And 'cis highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, That the 
only wiſe God chooſes that period of life for 
our removal our of the world, which, all cir- 
cumſtances conſider'd, is fitteſt and beſt, and 
which we could not bur approve if we knew 
them all. When any therefore are removed 
in early life, as there is nothing uncommon 
and extraordinary, or beyond what is uſual, 
and may be expected at any time; ſo tis no- 
thing but whar he has a rigkt to do by the 
. gr of his law, and has reſerved the 
judgment of ro himſelf. But more patticu- 
. 5 

3. "Tis a diſplay of his all-fufficiency, and to 
ſhew that he needs not the belt inſtruments, 


Nhl, inquit, mihi inexpectatum aut novum nuntias : ego enim 
um ex me natum ſciebam eſſe mortalem atque ut mori 
neminem ſalere qui non vixerit, ita nec vivere aliquem quidem 


and 


and the moſt fitted for his ſervice, but 


he can do without them, or raiſe up others 
in their room. When God takes away an 
eminently good and uſeful perſon out of the 


world, it makes a great gap, like the fall of 
a fair ſpreading oak in a forreſt, or a ſtandard 
bearer in an army. We are often apt to de- 
ſpond in ſuch a caſe, and to ſay, Religion 
will die in ſuch a family with ſuch a- perſon 
who belong d to it, and was the great ex- 


ample and ſupport of it. The intereſt of 


God will ſink in ſuch a place, with ſuch an 
active and uſeful perſon, eſpecially, if he was 
of a publick character, of ſingular worth, of 
great eſteem and influence, and remarkably 


owned and proſpered. Tis ready to give us 


diſcouraging views, and make us think with 


0 


the prophet, That we ſhall be left alone, and 


that none will remain to bear up the pillars 2 
the earth, to ſupport the intereſt of goodneſs, 
and the cauſe of liberty in the world, G. 
But now we often find it otherwiſe, and that 
we judge by wrong meaſures, and form un- 


ſuitable conceptions of the great God. His 


thoughts and ways are not like-ours. He ſome- 
times removes eminent inſtruments of publick 


good, to make room for others to ſtand up 


in their places, and fill the vacancy they have 


made. He raiſes up other inſtruments whom 


he deſigns to ſerve him, and gives them an 
opportunity of appearing in the world. Some 
by ſuch providences have been drawn out of 
great obſcurity, and 1 in greater eminen- 


cy; and drawn forth 
| under: 


— 


| . 8. 1 | 


to greater activity and 
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undertakings, thaiFrheir more private ſtations 
did admir or require, Thus God raiſed up 
2 upon the death of Moſes. One would 
have thought that Moſes's great experience and 

authority, among that froward and rebellious 
people, could never have been made up; and 
chat none was ſo fit to bring them into the 
promis'd land, as he who in ſuch a wonder- 
ful manner brought them our of Egypt, and 
carried thera chro' the wilderneſs : And yet 
Foſhua was honour'd to do that, which Moſes 
was not thought worthy of. And young E- 
liſha had a double portion of Elijah's ſpirit, 
when he was taken up from him, who was 
the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. 
The reſidue of the ſpirit is with God, and he 
can furniſh and ſpirit others for his ſervice, 
from whom the moſt eminent and uſeful re- 
ceive all their capacities and ſucceſs. He 
plainly ſhews by ſuch diſpenſations, that he 
can never be at a loſs for proper inſtruments 
to do his work, and accompliſh his deſigns, 
who has the framing and forming them in his 
own hands. He can eaſily raiſe up others to 
ſerve him, who can raiſe up children to Abra- 
ham, out of the ſtones of the ſtreet ; {o he 


hides pride from man, and forbids glorying in 


the creature, that no fleſh Leer glory in his 
preſence, but that he who glorieth, ſhould glory 
in the Lord. How God will ſupply the pre- 
ſent vacancy he only knows ; but we have rea- 
{on to expect his direction and care, who has 
remarkably provided for us in this kind ſeve- 
ral times over. 1 
C „3 


— 


„ 
4. Tis in great mercy to themſelves. Tis 
a great kindneſs to them, tho tis a grief and 
lols to us. Thus, for example; He ſometimes 
removes them from the evil of the world, and 
impending calamities coming upon it. So the 
prcphet repreſents this caſe: The righteous 
* ri. heriſh, and no man layeth it to heart, and mer- 
g ciful men are taken away, none conſidering that 
the righteous are taken away from the evil to 

come. He ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall reſt 

6 in their beds, each one walking, or having walk- 
. 1 ed, in his integrity. lu that caſe they are ſafe- 
1619 ly houſed before the impending ſtorm, and 
Wits lodged in the ark before the deluge comes. 
Tis certainly a wiſe act of kindneſs in the 


| | if great God to lay up his treaſure in a publick 
114 danger, and place them our of the reach of 
[94 harm. The death of excellent and uſeful £ | 
FF} | | perſons has ſometimes betokened approaching 
| j 5 judgments upon the world; for good men are 
= |. -- the greateſt ſtrength, as well as the glory off 
| , 1 the places where they live, and their removal EY « 
1 is like the taking the ark of God by the Phi- t 
me! liſtines, when the glory was departed from t. 
„ Iſrael, and judgments came upon the Philiſtines. b 


God could not deſtroy wicked Sodom, till Lot ¶ te 

and his family were removed out of it. Tis cl 
Job xai. a remarkable paſſage of Eliphaꝝ to Fob; He a 
3% ſßpall deliver the iſland of the innocent, and it fu 

is delivered by the pureneſs of his hands: That th 
1 8 is, in modern language, for the fake of the ey 
I puritans who live in it; I mean all righteous} zh 
1 and upright men. St. Auſtin's death was ob- co 
1 ſerved to be the forerunner of the terrible de- 
"If | a veſtations 


[ 22 J 


LE 


vaſtations of Hyppo; and Luther's death was 
followed with the ſiege of Hieidlebirgh, che 
ſtrongeſt place in the Proteſtant intereit, and 
where was that noble library which was af- 
terward tranſplanted to Rome, and is now in the 
Vatican. God only knows what miſeries are 
coming upon the world at any time, and the 
great decay of all virtue, and the abounding of 
impiety and wickedneſs, is always a threatning 


preſage. And in that caſe, ro live longer as 


would only be a calamity, and like putting 
back into a tempeſtuous ſea, and ventaring 
afreſh in the midſt of dangers, at the harbour's 
mouth. _ T4 ve Wh | 

Or they may be taken from the {agres of 


life, and the temptations of ſin, which might 


prove a great diſadvantage to them; and from 
all the conflicts and hazards of the Chriſtian 
life, which they are ſure to be exerciſed with. 
Death is a diſcharge from the Chriſtian war- 
fare, and a releaſe from all danger, When God 
removes uſeful perſons in the midſt of their 
days, tis very grievous and afflicting: It cer- 
tainly has a dark ſide, and we are oſten apt 
to pore too much upon it. But there is a 
brighter and better view of the caſe which is 
to be conſidered and taken into the account; 


that tho they are taken from preſent comforts 


and enjoyments, and further ſervice and uſe- 
fulneſs unto others; yet they are taken from 
the evils of life too, and all farther danger ot 
evil to themſelves. The wiſe God, who kxyows 
the end from the beginning, and to whoſe all- 
comprehending mind all future events lie diſ- 

| CG 3 tinctly 
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tinctly open; foreſees the tryals of continued 
life, and further engagements in the world; 
the different circumſtances of all the revolu- 


tions of time, and change of condition; how 


they will affect and operate, and what would 
be the iſſue and event. Perhaps he ſees they 


would be too hard for them, and diſpropor- 


tionate to their ſtrength; that the ſtorm would 
riſe ſo high as ro endanger the overſetting 
them, and after they have eſtaped the pollutions 
of the world, be again entangled and overcome; 
and when they have known the way of righte- 
ouſneſs' turn from the holy commandment ; and 


iii 17- being led away by the error of the wicked, fall 


from their own ftedfaſtneſs. And when they 


Heb. vi. 4. were once enlightned, and taſted of the heaven- 


ly gift, fall away. In wiſe compaſſion to 
their infirmity, and tender concern for their 
ſafety, he takes them away in the midſt of 
their days, and that they may not be try d 
above what they are able, ſometimes makes 
this way of eſcape ont of it. How often have 
we ſeen inſtances of hopeful beginnings, and 
ſome progreſs in religion, by the weighr of 
worldly cares, and the fatal bairs of pleaſure, 
in a long courſe of years, borne down and over- 
come. They are carried at length off from 
their biaſs, and down the ſtream, by the power 


ok ſuitable and prevailingtemprations, or great- 


ly weakned and impaired by them. It might 
have been happier for them, to all appearance, 
if they had died ſeveral years ſooner. How 
many after ſerious convictions and purpoſes of 
mind, under great afflitions of lie, or upon 


L 3 ] 
a ſick bed, have ſoon forgot their former vows, 


and return'd. to their former vanity of mind, 
and careleſs walk? Tis related in the life of 


the famous Earl of Rocheſter, that he dreaded 


the thoughts of living longer, and feared if God 
ſhould reſtore him, he ſhould loſe the 
impreſſions upon his mind, and not be able to 
endure the future temptations which might 
attend bim . Who can tell what ſome might 
poſſibly have proved, by a longer life of tryal, 
who appeared to have made a good end? 
Beſides, tis a great inſtance of divine mercy 
that he takes them the ſooner to heaven, and 
gives them their reward betimes. They are 


not only the ſooner out of danger, but the 


ſooner happy. The remaining years of life in 
time, and in this world, are made up to them 
in the glories of heaven, and the bleſſedneſs 
of eternity. Whilſt others live in the weak- 
neſs and imperfections, and with the many 
ſtruggles and conflicts of the Chriſtian life, 
they are ſet free from the body of fin, and 

rfectly conformed to God. They are im- 
ploy d in ſinleſs ſervice and perfect love. They 
are ſafe arrived at the harbour of reſt, while 
others are longer out, and toſt in a tempeſtu- 
ous ſea. When God removes them in the 
midſt of their days, he prevents the further 


ſervice and enjoyment of life; they leave their 


mourning friends, and all their proſpects and 

deſigns of good: But then he brings them the 

ſooner to glory, and rewards them who have 

wrought only one hour, the firſt hour of 
* gee his Life by Dr. Barnet. 
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world, and beſtow upon them in 
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the day, while others are left to bear the 
heat and burden of the day. He does them 
no hurt to take them from the good of this 
. better, 

to remove them from their friends and com- 
forts here below, and carry them to Abra- 
ham's boſom, and the ſociety of angels and 
ſaints in heaven. They live out the reſt, of 
their days, which we ſpend under ſo many 
diſadvantages, in a better ſtate, and what was 
wanting to them in this life, is all made up 
in eternal lite, They are join'd to the general 
aſſembly above, and ſerve God without any 
ſinful defect, and with the higheſt ſatis faction 
and joy. And how wiſe and ind is this? 
How greatly have they the advantage of us? 
I might add here, That God will accept the 
parpoſes of their heart, and what they further 


deſigned for his glory in the world, which 


their early death prevented che execution of: 
They will not be loſt to them, but turn to a 
comfortable account; as God told David juſt 
before his death, Thou didſt well that it was in 
thy heart to build an houſe to my name. Again, 
F. It may be conſidered as an act of juſtice, 
and as the puniſhment of ſin. This is the 
known reaſon of all afflicting diſpenſat ions to 
ourſelves and others. Tis ſin which pro- 
vokes the anger of Cod, and brings down 
judgment upon us: even death itſelf is the 
fruit and <wages of ſm. Now God may re- 
move uſeful perſons in the midſt of their 
days, in rebuke for their own bn. He may 
ſce fit ro contend with them for former offen- 
5 Ces, 


trary threatning, That they ſh 


ES | 

ces, or any notable miſcarriage and eſcape of 
life, by cutting their days ſhort on carth, 
cho' theit fouls are accepted and faved, Par- 
ticularly for diſobedience co parents ; for as the 
th commandment is the %% commandment 
with promiſe, and the promiſe is, that their days 


ſhall be loug on the carth; ſo no wonder if 


God ſometimes cuts ſhort the lives of the 
diſobedient, and puniſhes them with the con- 
y ſhall not live gut 
half their days. Tis poſſible they may be taken 
out of the world, when they are not caſt into 
hell, and that they may loſe their lives for theit 
diſobedience, when they don't loſe their ſouls, 
and the puniſhment may extend no further 
than to the temporal life. It was the general 
corruption of the old world, which brought 


that [weeping deſtruction upon all the inha- 


bitants of it; and the diſobedience and murmur- 
ing of the Iſraelites, provoked the Lord to 
cur off that whole generation who came out 
of Egypt, young and old, and none were fut- 
fered to enter into Canaan, but only Caleb 


and Joſhua, who had followed fully after the 


Lord. They all periſhed in the wilderneſs by 


death, tho' there is no reaſon to doubt bur 


many of them were pious, and their fouls 


ſaved in the day of the Lord. He Zook ven- P.. xcix.8. 


geance. on their inventions, tho' he forgav? 
their iniquities. God ſuffered Moſes ro fee 


the land of Canaan from mount Nevo, bur 
commanded him to die there, becauſe he 
treſpaſſed againſt him among the children of Deut. 
Ifrael, at the waters of Meribah, Hezekiah, (0. 
| | anotnct 
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another good man, becauſe he rendered not 


to the Lord according to his benefits, and his 


heart was lifted up, was ſick unto death, and 
had the ſentence of death m himſelf. He 
breaks our in the moſt mournful and moving 
complaints, He ſaid in the cutting off of my 
days, I ſhall goto the gates of the grave. Iam de- 


prived of the reſidue of my years. T ſhall not 
ſee the Lord in the land of the Irving, and be- 


hold man no more with the inhabitants of the 
earth; my age is departed and removed from 
me; tho upon his humbling himſelf, and ear- 
neſt prayer, the ſentence was reverſed, and 
fifreen years added to his life. | 

Or elſe they may be removed for the ſins 
of others. God may take them away for our 
over. indulgence, and too great opinion and ex- 
pectation from them. We may kill them with 
our kindneſs; and by ſetting our hearts too much 
upon them, provoke the jcalouſy of the Lord 
againſt our ſelves. When we put them in 
the room of God, and place our confidence 


and hope in them, we make them an image 


of jealouſy, and no wonder if in juſt diſpleaſure, 
he breaks it all to pieces. Tis probable Da- 
vid was criminal this way towards Abſalom, 
a lovely and beautiful, but rebellious and diſ- 
obedient fon, His diſconſolate paſſion. at his 
death beſpeaks an immoderate love to him 


living. And the death of his child by Bath. 


ſbeba was the execution of the threatning by 


i. 14. Nathan; The child alſo who is born of thee 


ſhall ſurely die. And we find God threatens 
the houſe of David this way, Pſal. Ixxxix. . 
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had ſcbrn once to David, that his ſeed ſhould 
contiune for ever, and his throne as the fun 
before him. But the Plalmiſt afterwards com- 
plains of God's puniſhing for ſin, Thou haſt 
caſt off” and abhorred, and been wroth with 
thy anointed. Thou haſt made woid the cove- 
nant .of thy ſervant, and profaned his crown 
by caſting it to the horn Thou haſt ſet u 
the right hand of his adverſaries, and ma 
them to rejoice: and particularly v. 45. The 
days of his youth haſt thou ſhortned, and haſt 
covered him with ſhame. Selah. This was 
remarkably fulfilled in the caſe of Fofiah and 
Jehoiachin, who died young; and of Zedeliah, 
who was diſgracefully condemned as a rebel 
to the King of Babylon, to loſe his eyes, and 
remain a priſoner all his days. The renown- 2 Kings 
ed Guſtavus Adolphus, the great patron of ® 
the reformation, is reported to have ſaid in 
the midſt of his remarkable victories and ſuc- 
ceſs, © That he believed God was about to 
e lay him aſide, becauſe the eyes of all Eu- 
te rope were drawn upon him, and their ex- 
pectations raiſed to ſo great an height. 
Or elſe, it may be on the other hand, when 
they are neglected and ſlighted. God ſome- 
times kl the ungraceful world, by re- 
moving early eminent perſons, whom they 
did not know how to value or treat with kind- 
nels. The excellent of the earth are taken 
away, for the neglect, or ill treatment they 
meet with in it: Jeruſalem killed ſome of 
their own prophets, and ſtoned them who were 
ſent unto them. yu men of great * 
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' neſs are treated with coldneſs and diſregard 
and great exccllencies are overlooked for rhe 
fake of little frailties and miſtakes ; God may 
raiſe the value of them, by removing them; 
and make us ſenſible of their worth and con- 
ſequence to the world by the want of them. 
The apoltle Paul was contemptible in his pre- 
ſence and ſpeech to ſome of the Corinthians, 
tho' they allowed his letters to be weighty and 
powerful; probably, as ſome learned men 
think, becauſe he was of lefs ſtature, and of 
a ſtammering ſpeech. It may be faid of ſome 
excellently pious, and valuable men, with re- 
ſpect to the diſregard of their friends, as well 
as their ſufferings from their enemies; Of 
whom the world was not worthy. But let 
no man think ir a light matter to flight the 
gifts and — of any of Cod's faithful ſer- 
vants, and grieve and wound their ſpirits by a 
vain conceit, or a wanton curioſity. 

6. Tis for the good of others, and to exer- 
ciſe the graces and virtues of thoſe who ſur- 
vive. 'Tis one of the greareſt trials of life, 
to part with beloved relations and friends out of 
this world, eſpecially in their younger years 
of life. When God comes into our houſes 
and neighbourhoods, and gives death a com- 
miſſion to ſeize a near relation, and take away 
a dear friend, what does he mean by it? what 

is the language of the diſpenſation 2 Why, 
plainly to try our graces, to ſee how we will 
behave our ſelves under one of the greateſt 
difficulties of life; how well we will take it 
to recerve evil things at the hand of the Lord, 

as 
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as well as good things, When the fame hand 


which ſupports our being, and reaches our all 


our bleſſings, ſees fir to touch us in a tender 
point, and blaſts the gourd under which we 
lat with delight, this naturally calls forth the 


exerciſe of ſome peculiar graces, and gives 


them a greater advantage; they appear in a 
greater glory, and redound more to the ho- 
nour of God. Fo he tries our faith and truſt 
in him, when he ſtrikes off our hold from the 
creatures; and our patience and ſubmiſſion ro 
his will, when he laysa heavy burden upon us. 
When an afflicted Chriſtian can lie down at 
the foot of God, and humbly adore the hand, 


and kiſs che rod that ſmites him; can put 
his mouth in the duſt, and Hold his peace, poſ- 


ſeſs his ſoul in his patience, and accept the pu- 
niſhment of His iniquity; yea, can approve his 
conduct towards him, and bleſs his holy name; 
how highly honourable is chis co God, and 
how glorious does a- Chriſtian appear? what 
a reputation does it give to the Chriſtian prin- 
ciples, and to the divine grace: N 
And what can be more proper to awaken 
our concern, and excite our diligence in eve- 
ry ſervice of God, and duty of life? What ſo 


powerful and effectual to keep a lively ſenſe 


upon our minds, and be a conſtant ſpur to 
duty? ſhould we not work with all our might; 


and with fear and trembling, when there is 


no working in the grave, and the night is ap- 
proaching? when this is the only working 
time, and all our opportunities and helps, the 
whole ſtate of trial and mercy is meaſured 
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by the ſhort time of life; and determined by 
it ? The apoſtle thought it meet to ſtir up the 
Chriſtians ro give all diligence, becaule he 
knew he was ſhortly to hut off this tabernacle. 
What fo proper as the thoughts of death, to 
inſpire our ſluggiſh ſouls with life and vigour, 


and make us more fervent in ſpirit, and zeal- 


ous of good works ? to keep up a lively ſenſe of 


religion in the world, and a conſtant care to 


pleaſe God? hereupon, mw 
7. To be a ſtanding monument of human 


frailty, and give warning to all about them. 


When God removes younger perſons out of 
the world, eſpecially of great eminence and 
worth, tis a ſtanding memorial of mortality 
to others, and plain evidence that ſuch may 
die. Nothing is ſo ſenſible, and apt to im- 
preſs our minds, as the death of choſe of our 
ſtanding and circumſtance of life. If we ſaw 
only elder perſons drop into the grave, and 
that death always obſerved the order of nature, 
we might poſſibly think, that it did not much 
concern us, and that our time was a great 
way off. But God gives warning to us by 


the death of others like our ſelves, not only 


of the ſame nature, but of the ſame age and 
rank with our ſelves; our familiar friends, 
with whom ve daily converſed, and main- 
tained the offices of friendſhip and religion 
together. Tis a home inſtance to younger 


Chriſtians, and younger miniſters, when any 


ſuch of eminence and worth are taken away; 


and they being dead, ſpeak to us who ſurvive, 


prepare to follow ; be ye alſq ready, ap 
a f 6 A " | 
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And to be ſure, elder perſons are concern- 


ed to take the warning; for if younger than 


we die before us, to be ſure we muſt quickly 


follow; and every perſon who dies young, 
loudly calls upon thoſe more advanced in life, 
to be mindful of approaching death, and ar- 
tend to the ane! and uncertainty of life. 
This is a gracious diſpenſation to a careleſs 
world, to teach us wiſdom at others coſt, and 
make their death inſtructing and monitory; to 
remind us of what ſo nearly concerns us, and 
quicken our regards, where we are fo very 
apt to forget. 0 . | 

8. Perhaps it may be conſidered as an in- 
ſtance of our conformity to Chriſt. As the 
ſervant muſt not be above his Lord, and we 


muſt nor expect kinder uſage from the world 


than he met with; ſo we muſt not wonder 
if we are ſuffered to ſtay. no longer in it than 
he did. Our Lord lived a private life with his 
parents in Galilee, and was known only as 
the ſou of Mary, and the carpenter's ſon, till 
he was about thirty years of age, the time 
when the prieſts under the law were admitted 
to the office of prieſthood, and the ſervice of 
the tabernacle; and then he appeared upon 


the ſtage of the world, and entered upon his 


publick miniſtry. And he ſpent but about 
three years in all his preaching and miracles, 
before his deceaſe which he accompliſhed at 
Jeruſalem. He had a ſhort miniſtry of three 


years, and a life of thirty three. And what if 


God ſees fit at any time, that any diſciple uh 
Feſus loves, and who bears a great ſimilirude 
5 "1." 


to his Lord, in intire devotedneſs to God, and 
zeal for his glory, be made conformable to 
Chriſt in this reſpe&, and be allowed no longer 
time for his miniſtry and life than he had. 
Our Lord tells Peter concerning John, If 1 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
{hee ? And if he will that any ſhould come to 
him ſooner than others, what is that to us? 
have we any reaſon to complain? Or does 
he act unſuitably to himſelf? Our deceaſed 
friend had ſomething a longer miniſtry, hut 
not quite ſo long a life. How agrecable is it 
to ſay of any of our friends; He was removed 
in the midſt of his days, but he lived and 
preached as long as Chriſt did, or chereabouts. 
Prehaps they have done a great deal of work 
in a little time, as he did; and tho no 

man ever lived to do all that was in his hearc 
for God, but the man Chriſt Jeſus, or could 


ſay as he did before his death, It rs finiſhed, 


I have done all I ever dclign'd to do for God 
before I die; yer they may have filled up their 
Hort courſe with great ſervice, and run over 
a great compaſs of ground in their ſhort race. 


Perhaps they have begun 4 good work, and | 


left impreſſions on the minds of many, which 
others mult perform and perfect. And as 


they rejoice ar the converſion of a ſinner, and 


in the preſence of their glorifed Redeemer ; 
{o doubt not they are pleaſed with every 
inſtance of likeneſs and agtcement to him. 

9. Tis to make heaven more deſirable to 
us, and raiſe our hearts more powerfully thi- 
ther. Every good man loſt out of this world, 

is 
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is gained to the other; and heaven is the richer 


for the death of every faint. They go to the 
Spirits of juſt men made perfect, when they 
leave the ſociety of the church of God on earth. 
How many of our Chriſtian friends and ac- 
quaintance have got the ſtart of us, and 

to heaven before us, younger and elder ones? 
One would be tempted to envy their felicity. 
And ſhould not this be a powerful attractive 
to our ſluggiſn carthly minds, and raiſe them 


| up above this region of ſenſe and fin, and 


make us oftner breath in a purer air, and con- 
verſe with our departed friends; eſpecially, 
to remember them who have had the rule over tes. 
us, and ſpoken to us the word of our Lord. 
Should not this make heaven more familiar 
and more agreeable to our thoughts, that ſo 
many are called thither, who once dwelt in 
fleſh, and were dear to us, and high in our 
eſteem? . 
And tho' God is the chief good, the cen- 
ter of bleſſedneſs, and reſt of ſouls; and that 
is the greateſt reaſon and motive of our choice 
and love of heaven, and all our deſires and 
hopes of it; yet the divine Being is vaſtly a- 
bove our thoughts, and our beſt conceptions 


XIII. 


. 
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of him are very imperfe&; Behold God is great, 10> xxx% 


and we know him not. But the conſideration” 
of the glorified Redeemer in our nature, and 
of our fellow Chriſtians there, is a more ſen- 
ſible thing, and a great relief to our thoughts, 
and is both more within our reach, and more 
apt to impreſs and affect our minds. And does 
not this make it worth the while 2 What : 
wiſe 
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wiſe expedient is this to help the infirmities 


of our faith, excite the exerciſe of devotion, bes 
to promote the heavenly mind and life, and I tak 
further our preparation for heaven? wh 


Upon theſe ſeveral accounts this ſtrange 0 
conduct of providence may appear reaſonable, I ple 
and be juſtified in ſome meaſure to our minds. Nyide 
IE. Let me direct you briefly to the proper 
improvement of this contemplation, and ſhew 
how it may be made uſeful to ourſelves, either to 
regulate our conduct, or affect our minds? It h 
would naturally lead us to many ſerious re-W,z, . 
flections. 1 Fa 42] | 
1. We ſhould reverence and adore the divine 
2 and wiſdom. Things are ſome- 
times ſo circumſtanced as to be dark, and dif- 
ficult to account for, and very grievous and 
afflicting in the diſpenſations of providence; 
Clouds and darkneſs are round about him 
and his ways are often in the deep, and his..__? 
footſteps are not known. He ſits encompaſiedy,. - © 
with venerable darkneſs, and walks in untrod-f_ 
den paths; but then righteouſneſs and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne ; and hi 
ways are always equal. There is wiſdom and, 
reaſon in the moſt involved appearance of 
things, and the moſt unſearchable councils ol 
God; and we ought to juſtify God in all hig 
dealings with us, and ſubmit to his diſpoſals 
and never to repine or complain at the hand 
of God, when it preſſes hardeſt, and we arg] 
moſt at a loſs about it. Who art thou who 7. 
plieſt againſt God, or pretendeſt to reaſon anc 
wrangle the matter over with him? Has by, 


1 „ . 3 
not a right to do what he pleafts with his 
| own? Boes he do us any wrong, when, he 
Jakes away what is his, and calls back again, 
what we firſt received from him, and enſoy d 
bo long by his leave? Let us adore with ham 
ble ſilence the myſterious diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, arid acquiefce in his wiſe and ſove- 
reign pleaſure. Let us hold our peace, from 
any complaint; or only fay, Let him do what 
eemeth him good,; and Bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord. O the depths of the riches both of 


* 


PA us Took more to God, and live more 
ntirely" upon him. Let us learn this point 
dpf ſpiritual wiſdom from ſach diſpenſations, 
eq o look at the inſtruments of any good, leſs, and 
7 God, more; and lay leſs ſtreſs upon them, and 
hu nore upon him. We are very apt to exceed 
n our regards to creatures, and the more, the 
ore excellent they are ; and to confine and 
imit the holy One to particular means, and 
articular perſons ; and we often find ourſelves 
Fifappointed and bercaved. Let this teach us 
Bo look more at the fountain head, from whom 
He gifts and graces of the beſt proceed, and 
n whom the ſucceſs of all their endeavours 
lepends; who gives them all that was excel- 
Fat, and made alt that uſe of them they were 
If to us, and who can raiſe up other inſtru- 
Fe ents, and furniſh them with like abilities, 
Ind give the ſame effect. Paid planteth and 
Fpollo watereth, but God giveth the increaſe : 
R E * 


earchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt 33. 
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he wiſdom aud knowledge of God! how un-g.... 2 
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'Tis by the grace of God thy are what they are: % 
and, our ſufficiency is of God. Let us then look . 1 
beyond the intermediate cauſes to the firſt ſenſ 
cauſe, and fetch all our ſupplies more immediate -· I aff! 
ly from God, and live in a cloſer dependence 
upon him, in ule of all preſcrib'd means. Eye lent 
the living God more, and dying creatures leſs: 
there we ſhall never be diſappointed ; here we of ( 
cannot fail of being ſo. „ an « 
3. Let us comfort ourſelves in their loſs by and 
the conſideration of the mercy it is to them. cial) 
How much more fafe and happy arc they in had 
heaven, than they could be here on earth. It 
Tis well with them, however it is with us. t rl 
They are ſet out of the reach of every danger, > 
and poſteſt of the moſt deſirable good, ad- 99! * 
vanc'd to the higheſt honoprs, and enjoy the Ban 
pureſt pleaſures. And ſhould not we be com. 
forted concerning them, tho we grieve for whe 
ourſelves? Let us not think much at their hap- ub 
pineſs, or their early arrival at it, becauſe we 
want their preſence and help: God will take 
care of us, if we are faithful to him, and of Eph 
his own intereſt; when the beſt inſtruments on 
cath are removed. Let not us be uncaſy chat 
they are happy, and repine at that which is 
the matter of their joy. When we have aj WE/ 
well-grounded hope of the happy ſtate of our 
departed friends, we ſhould rather rejoice at worl 
cheir preferment and advancement, at theſ and 
greater improvement of their ſtate, and their '5 ce 
happy and advantageous change; that it is fo tend, 
much better with them than it is with us, or MEN 
than ever it was before. So our Lord told“ 
| his 
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his ſorrowful diſciples, F ye loved ine ye. vould John xiv. 
rejoice, becauſe ¶ ſaid, Igo to the Father. 92 
4. Yer we ſhould be humbled under the 
ſenſe of their loſs, and lament it as a great 
affliction. We muſt not be inſenſible of the 
hand of God upon us neither. When excel- 
lent inſtruments of God's glory are removed, 
tis a great loſs to the world, and to the church 
of God: All the uſefulneſs of their lives are at 
an end, who might have lived many years, 
and done great good to many ſouls. And eſpe- 
cially when we have reaſon to think, that we 
had any hand in ir, or contributed any thing 
it, either by too great, or too little regard 
to them; we ſhould be ſenſible of the affſicti- 
on, and humbled for our fin. Tho' we muſt 
not weep for them, tis their advantage and 
gain; yet we ought to weep for ourſelves, for 
tis a loſs to us, and to the world about us. And 
|| when tis in a qualified degree, and with due 
p. | ſubmiſſion to the will of God, we may fitly 

ment their loſs. Jeſus wept at the death of 
Lazarus, whom he loved; and the elders of 
Epheſus, at Paul's departure from Miletus, be- acts xx. | 
cauſe they ſhould ſee his face no more. And the** 
apoſtle don't forbid, but only regulates our 
grief, concerning them who are afſeep ; that : 
we ſorrow not as others, who have no hope; with Theſ. i. 
ur} the hopeleſs deſpairing ſorrow of the heathen '? 
af world; who were ignorant of the reſurrection, 
hel and uncertain about eternal life. Something 
eicf} is certainly due to natural relation, and the 

(ff tender affections of our minds, to the reſent- 
o ments of gratitude, and the obligations of 

1 f R 2 duty, 
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duty, in ſuch a caſe; and tis very allowable to 
drop a tear over the graves of our departed 
friends, tho tis very eaſy to exceed. There in- 
deed is our danger; for the paſſions are the 
unruly part of our nature, are difficultly kept 
within bounds; and ſometimes need all the re- 
ſtraints which reaſon and religion are able to give. 

5. It ſtwuld teach us to value uſeful men 
while they live, and make the beſt uſe of them 
we can. Labour to be better for them, and get 
ſome good by them, while you have them. 


Joh. v. 35. Jahn the Baptiſt was a burning and ſhining lig hi, 


in his miniſtry and converſation ; and the peo- 
ple rejoiced in it for a ſeaſon ; for he died young 
too. Conſider them as dying creatures, wha 
may be removed in the midſt of their days, 
or in a little time from us; let us nor loſe the 
benefit of their help and converſe while it may 
be had: ; but wiſely improve for ſpiritual ad- 
vantage their gifts and graces, their wiſdom 
and experience, their kindneſs and concern for 
us while they laſt, Let us never have reaſon 
to ſay, That a uſeful miniſter or friend was 
early taken away, and I made no uſc of them 
while they lived, or was little the better for 
them: I now regret the opportunity I loſt, of 
great advantage by their ſervice. 1 74 
6. The reaſonableneſs of early religion, and 
being in good earneſt in it. And here let me 


caution you againſt dangerous delays, and reckon-· 
ing upon long life, and neglecting preſent du- 
ty. How natural is this in youth and health? 
Who is there, at ſuch an age, who thinks of 
dying, or ever ſeriouſly put the caſe to himſelf? 


. — —ͤ—õ — — Ae WI 
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Who dont expect to live many years longer, 


if not to arrive to old age: We plainly ſee this 


in the ſchemes and deſigns men lay in the 
world, which the longeſt life ſeldom ſuffices to 
accompliſh, They reckon upon attaining to 
ſuch. a condition of life, to execute ſuch pure 
poles of their minds, to reach to ſuch a pitch 

of greatneſs, and ſuch a proportion of years; 
and in the mean time neglect the great end of 


life, and are cut off in the midſt of all their o- 


ther deſigns. They reckon their houſes ſhall 
continue for ever, and their dwelling places 
throughout all generations : But this their way 
is their folly, tho they bleſs themſelves, and 
poſterity approve their ſayings. The rich fool in 
the goſpel rechen d upon aking his eaſe, and 
having goods laid up for many years, when he 
had lived his laſt day already, and that night 
his ſoul was to be required of him. What a 
diſappointment muſt it be to die young, to 
one who never doubted to live to be old; and 
to put off the execution of every ſerious purpoſe, 
till death overtakes him, and prevents it all!? 
And let the conſideration of dying young 
be a powerful reſtraint from youthful vanities 
and vice. The ſprightly vigour of nature, 
the gaiety of mind, and the high reliſh of 
ſenſible good, ar ſuch an age, commonly lead 
them to vanity of life, and forgetfulneſs of 


| God. The ſuitable baits to various diſpoſitions, 


and the conſtant follicitations of temptations 
round about them, powerfully inſinuate, and 
ſtrike dangerouſly upon the ſenſes and ima- 
gination, Which are generally predominant, and 
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| carry them to looſeneſs and licentiouſneſs, and 
preſumption and ſecurity. Keep your minds I. 
under the ſtrong impreſſion of your mortal ¶ an 
ſtate. Uſe this thought upon every occaſion of 
| to preſerve your innocence, and fortify your ¶ wit 
15 minds againſt the impreſſions of evil. Oppoſe upe 
| this conſideration to all the vanity of your minds, ¶ the 
{ and aſſaults of temptation. Sit down one ſerious ¶ An 
jl | moment, O careleſs and licentious youth, and ¶ wa 
{a conſider that death is haſtening towards thee, ¶ wit 
whether thou think'ſt of it or not, and may reli 
ſuddenly ſurprize thee in all thy ſecurity and Nor: 
mirth ! Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth eſpe 
but know thou that for all theſe things not 
God will bring thee to judgment. Death, the I viſe 
King F terrors, like the hand-writing upon the gi 
Dan. v. 6: ll, will quickly appear, and make thy coun- and 
tkenance fall, and thy thoughts troubled, and ¶ vou 
the joints of thy loins be looſed, and thy knees dea 
| ſinite againſt one another, as it did to a great cipl 
king, in the midſt of a ſplendid feaſt. Death ¶ to h 
will humble the ſtouteſt heart, and make the oftl 
vaineſt creature ſerious. Improve the time and your 
opportunity of life to ſecure the ſafety of thy yout 
foul, and promote the uſefulneſs of thy life, I con 
and waſte not the precious moments of ſhort I q,;;;, 
uncertain life in idle neglects, enſnaring diver- den- 
ſions, or bold violations of the law of God. Che 
If men die in the midſt of their days, tis I uſefi 
infinitely reaſonable to be religious betimes, I thei; 
becauſe nothing elſe can make us ſecure and I the 
happy. Men commonly take up with the || anq 
firſt impreſſions of their education, whatſoever || the. 
they happen to be; and ſatisfy themſelyes with Þ| it, a 
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a traditionary religion, the religion of their 
anceſtors, and the places where they live, or 
of thoſe they converſe with and moſt eſteem ;- 
without ever conſidering the matter, or ſettling 
upon right grounds; neither underſtanding = 
their religion, or making it properly their own, 
And it is commonly anſwerable, mere out- 
ward lifeleſs form, or a ſudden flaſh and blaze; 
without proper convictions of mind, or kindly 
reliſh on favour of things; without ſincerity 

r zeal ; without conſtancy and perſeverance, 
eſpecially in trials or oppoſition. But this is 
not a religion to live or die with. Ler me ad- 
vile you to be wiſely, as well as ſeriouſly reli- 
gious; upon a thorough ſatisfaction of mind, 
and in good earneſt. Uſe the beit judgment 
you haye in the greateſt concern 'of life : In- 
deavour to be well grounded in the great prin- 


ciples and duties of the goſpel religion, and 


to have both a diſtinct and practical knowledge 
of them. Let it become the governing habit of 
your mind, and run through all the actions of 
your life. Make religion your buſineſs ; be 
conſtantly diligent and watchful in all the 
duties, and all the ſnares of life, in a depen- 
dence upon the divine grace. Let younger 
Chriſtians be ambitious to make up the lols of 
uſeful lives, which are cut off in the midſt of 
their days, and ſupply their lack of ſervice to 
the church of God; that the inrereſt of God 
and religion may ſuffer as little as may be, by 
the death of any who were great examples of , 
it, and greatly inſtrumental to promote it. 


And 
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And let me particularly recommend it to 
younger —_ to bethink themſelves of their 
baptiſmal covenant, and of ſolemnly renewing 
it at the Lord's table; to perfect their profeſſi- 
on, and become complete - Chriſtians. Re- 
member the death of Chrift, by which you 

hope for acceptance with God, in the way 
he has preſcrib'd, before your own death over: 
take you. If you are — to be the Lord's 

with all your heart, and without reſerve ; and 


to take him, through the bleſſed Redeemer, 


for your Lord and portion, whom you are to 
obey and enjoy; doubt not of your being pre- 
» way and fear not a gracious acceptance with 
im. | | | | 
7. What reaſon of thankfulneſs for longer 
life and opportunity? How great is the mer- 
cy of continued life in a view of further uſe- 
fulneſs, and better preparation for heaven; to 
be ſpared beyond the midſt of our days, and 
to more advanced life, when many others are 
taken off in the midſt of their days? How 
many have we ſurvived and follow'd to the 
grave, of our acquaintance and friends, younger 
and ſtronger than ourſelves, more likely to 
live, and capable of ſervice than we were? 
We are 1 yet one year longer, and are con- 
tinued under the means of grace, and calls of 
mercy; and have the opportunities of further 
uſefulneſs to others, and improvement to our- 
lelves. 


and in the interition of God; for the long- 
2 Fet. ili. ſufftring of the Lord is ſalvation. Let us not 
alter the nature of it by continued neglects and 


diſ- 


Tis certainly a great mercy in itſelf, 


% & 3. 


diſobedience, and turn it into a greater ag- 
gravation of ſin. Improve it with all. thank- 
fulneſs while ic laſts, as a valuable and account- 
able talent. I only add, 

8. Let us all be wind of our own morta- 
kty, and Fu to daily preparation. Re- 
member you are dying creatures as well 
a others, under the ſame ſentence of death, 
and liable to the execution of it. When a 

good man is removed out of the world, con- 
der with yourſelyes, © What would have 


been my condition, if I had been removed, 


« and my foul had gone in his foul's ſtead? 
e Whither would death have landed me ? 
% What would have been my lot and ſtate in 

« the world? ” 

Let the thoughts of death quicken our pre- 
paration for it: Do ſomething every day for 
eternity; that you may be found in a ſafe ſtate, 

and prepared frame of mind; and that what- 
FER.” hour of the might, or age of life our 
Lord ſhall come, we ll not be ſurprized un- 

prepared, but be found ready, and watching, 
waiting, and looking for his appearance 

Particularly, let me addreſs myſelt in a few | 
words to younger Miniſters, whither the pre- 
ſent providence particularly points. Let rhis 
awakening inſtance of mortality, of one of 
you our own number and order, of your age and 

nding, of your friendſhip and acquaintance, 
and whom ye valued and eſteemed, | excite 
your attention and regard. Hear your deceas d 
friend and brother, thus beſpeaking cvery one 


of 0 — * Be more frequent in che 
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« phets don't live for ever, ard ſometimes die 
< young, and in the mid of their days. Be 


cc And of your daily walk and -conyerſation, 


« of all men, and that their blood may not bt 


they among whom you labour, may be your 


ſider our latter end; and teach us ſo to number 


E 


4 thoughts of your Own death, for the pro. 


©« more careful about the lafety and proſpetity 
« of your own ſouls, as well as the inſtruction 
« and ſalvation of others; that you may not 
e preach to others, and be caſtaways yourſelves : 


* not only to be unblameable, but examples 10 
&© the flock. Be diligent and faithful in all 
* your preparations, and miniſtrations; that 
« you may fill up the time of life with proper 
duty, and finiſh your courſe with joy, and 
« the aniniſtry you have received of the Lord. 
Let the thoughts of death, your own and 
others, inſpire you with tender compaſſion, 
and warm zeal for the good of dying ſinners, 
and precious and immortal ſouls ; and make 
you ſpeak and preach as ſinners to finners 
and dying men to dying men. Match over 
* the ſouls of others, as thoſe who mult give 
an account: Indeavour by faithful inſtructi- 
* on and warning, to ſtand clear of the blood 


required at your hands; but that you may 
find comfort in your preſent ſervice, and 


* joy and crown M rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord.“ And may the living and unchange- 
able God make us e to underſtand and con. 


our days that us may apply our hears unt9 
2w3jd;m ; that we may be found ready, and 
found of our judge in peace, and may have con. 

1 F denct 


Ws 
dence at his appearing, and not be aſhamed 
before him at his coming. „ ( 


I have finiſhed what I propoſed from the 
text, and ſhall ſpeak now, as this mournful 
occaſion directs, of our deceaſed friend; of 
whom I ſhall give this exemplary and inſtruct- 

ing account, from a long intimacy with him, 
and the undoubted teſtimony of others. And 
[ defire to ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, and would 
not lie for God. I am informed by them who 
knew him in his earlieſt youth, That there 
were manifeſt indications of a very ſer:ons ſpi- 
7it, almoſt as ſoon as he could ſpeak, and thar 
from che manly gravity of his deportment in 
the firſt years of life, he never was a child. 
He told a worthy miniſter, his dear and inti- 
mate friend *, Thar as long as he could re- 
member any thing, he remembered his being 
concerned for the ſalvation of his foul; and 
that he always preferred his books and his 
cloſet, to the diverſions of the childiſh age. 
He loved the converſation of miniſters and 
Chriſtians, eſpecially when ir turned upon re- 
ligion ; and from the fifth year of his age, the 
impreſſions of the beſt things never wore off ; 
in which he reccived great aſſiſtance from an 
elder ſiſter of eminent piety. He had a na- 
tural love of learning, and inclination to the 


miniſtry; and was much employ'd at this 
time in reading the beſt practical books of re- 


ligion, and promoting his ſpiritual edification. 
»The Rev. Mr. Brodburſt, of Birmingham in Warwick/vire, 
Mr. Harvey's native Town. ; 5 | 
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He was educated for the miniſtry, ſome 


time under the care of the pious and ingenious 


Mr. ohn Reynolds of Shrewsbury, but chiefly 


under the learned Mr. Hill of Derbyſhire, of 


whom he always ſpoke with particular reſpect; 
and Mr. Jones of Tewxbury. He made a 


great improvement in all the uſual parts of 
rational learning, and was critically skilful in 


the Greez tongue, in which both his tutors 
were eminent. Bur he eſpecially applied him- 
ſelf to the ſtudy of Divinity, as more agree- 
able to the temper of his mind, and deſign 


of his life. His inclinations to the miniſtry 


were too ſtrong to be diverted by any worldly 
vicws, but grew up with him from his in- 
fancy. When his tender and prudent father 
feared leſt his ſtature ſhould render him deſpi- 
cable, and be an obſtruction to his acceptance 
and uſefulneſs in the world; he declared to a 
friend as his deliberate ſenſe, © That he was 
« willing of any pains, or any reproach for 


© term of life, if he might be the inſtrumenc 


« of ſaving one foul.” Such was his high 


| ſenſe of the worth of ſouls, ſuch his ardent 


zeal for God fo early in life. And God grant- 
ed the thing he deſired, without the difficulty 
he was willing to undergo for the ſake of it. 
Here he uſed to have ſet meetings with a ſe- 
lect number of fellow pupils deſigned for the 
miniſtry, at their ſeveral chambers, for ſolemn 
prayer to God for a bleſſing upon their ſtu- 
dies: a cuſtom which he afterwards propoſed 


to ſome younger miniſters of his particular 


acquaintance in this city, He ſpent many 
hours, 
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hours, and ſometimes. parts of a day in prayer; 
not from a ſuperſtitious fear, or as an impoſed 
task, but for the kindly breathings of his ſoul 
to God, and as a way of dclightfal commu- 
nion with him. . | 
His natural capacities were excellent. He 
had a ſound judgment, a quick een 
a tenacious memory; as he read much, he 
retained what he read, and would give a ſurpriz- 
account of the ſermons he heard, when his retir- 
ed and cloſe attention made him ſometimes 
thought to be abſent. He had a great juſtneſs and 
compaſs in his thoughts; à natural eaſe and 
propriety of expreſſion, and a great mixture of 
gravity and livelineſs, when he was engaged in 
any ſervice, in his countenance, and in his ſpeech. 


As to his moral and Chriſtian character, he 


was a man of thorough ſincerity; an Ifraelite 
indeed, in whom there was no guile. He was a 
ſtranger to attifice and deceit, and greatly 
diſliked any appearance of them in others. 
He had an uncommon degree of genuine un- 
affected picty, and a deep and habitual ſenſe 
of God viſible upon his mind. He was of 


great diligence and application to his work : 


it was his conſtant delight and joy. He was 
very conſcientious in his words and actions, 
perfectly inoffenſive in his behaviour to others; 
and hated detraction, or taking unrighteous 


liberties with other mens characters and con- 
duct: I remember not to have ever heard 


him ſpeak evil of any man, in all my acquain- 
tance with him. He delighted in religious 


converſation, and ſeldom cared to bear a part 
Fog in 
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in any other, tho he would be ſometinies 
chearful too. Here he ſhone, and a Lager 
with great advantage, and was moſt ft 

communicative. He had a great opinion 5 


i 


the good which might be 72 — by it, when 


it turned upon uſeful and ee lub jects, 
and was managed with difcretion, and with! a 


ſetious deſign. ' Perhaps he was led to this 


by the remarkable inſtance which he told an 


irccimare friend; Thar when he was a ſchool- 


„ lis converlation about religion had been 
che meals of the converſion of one who is now 
in the miniſtry; which account, he faid, he 
received ſome years aſter from che perſon him- 


(elf, He was always inquiſitive after truth, 
and zealous in what he thought 1 
eſpecial in vrhat related to vic) and 


religion; and greatly lamented the wude ble 45 


cays of it among Chriſtians of all forts in 1 


preſent age. It appears now, that he kept 


diary, for more than ſixteen yeats toget ” 


of the ſtate of his foul, and remarkable pro- 


vidences of God; in which are many wiſe and 
judicious: remarks, and the moſt devour re- 


fections and cjaculations, bewailing the diſor- 
ders of his mind, imploring divine aids, and 
adoring the divinc mercy, &c. A worthy 
miniſter of his intimate acquaintance, , and 


who knew him from his youth, declates, 


That in the latter part of his life, he conſi- 
* dered him as a Chriſtian fully grown, and 


© arrived to the moſt advanced ſteps of the 
« divine life, Which arc found among | men 


« on earth. 


as 


LT 

As to his miniſterial character, he was great- 
ly furniſhed, beyond his years, and above the 
common rate. His diſcourſes were always 
upon the moſt weighty. and ſerious ſubjects; 
compoſed with great judgment, and diſpoſed 
in the beſt order, delivered wich a manly de- 
cency, and a becoming warmth and xeal, 

which engaged attention, and gave delight, 
and acquired him the great eſteem of rhe (e+ 
rious and judicious, in all the congregations in 
city and country wherever he came. Ie did 
not affect a vain oſtentation of learning or 
wit, but chole to appear ſerious and concern- 
ed, as one who was in good carneſt himſelf, 
and intent upon doing good to the ſouls of 
men. He had great apprehenſions of the 
mnediation of Chriſt, and the ſtanding influen- 
ces of the divine Spirit, as the grand peculi- 
arities of che Chriſtian diſpenſation ; and fear- 
ed that the want of due regard to them, was 


one great reaſon of the languiſhing ſtate of the 


Chriſtian intereſt among us, and the frequent 


reyolts from ir. 


When he firſt ſettled in this place, and en- 
gaged in conſtant work, he thought it proper 
to {tudy over the church controverſy, and not 
reſt in the firſt impreſſions of education. He 
read the London caſes, and other principal 
books, on both ſides, with cloſe application 
and impartiality; and ſettled at length, upon 
4 deliberate judgment, in the principles of 
moderate nonconformity; which, he thought, 
ſtood upon the great principle of the refor- 
mation, Viz. © The perfection of the ſcrip- 

1 | rure 


EE. 
4 ture rule, and the only authority of Chriſt 
ce jn the Chriſtian church; and the unalie- 
* nable right of every man to judge accor- 
ding to the beſt light and advantages of- 
© fered him, for himſelf.” He ſtood firm 
upon a broad bottom; and ſatisfied himſelf to 
be faithful to his light, without cenſure, or 
uncharitableneſs to others; and thought he 
had the advantage of the narrow ſpirited on 
all ſides, that he could worſhip God in the 
way he preferred, and at the ſame time own 
and receive fellow Chriſtians of other com- 
munions, and was not confined by any prin- 
Ciple, or prejudice of mind, within any little 
circle, or diſtinguiſhing denomination; or 
obliged to refuſe actual communion, upon any 
proper occaſions, with thoſe who have all rhe 


eſſentials of the goſpel religion, and whom 


Chriſt will own at laſt. He was truly a pri- 
mitive Catholick, who loved and owned all 
ſincere Chriſtians ; and was of no one party 
excluſive of all the reſt. He was juſt readin 
over the Chriſtian writers of the three ff 
centuries, when his ſickneſs ſeized him. 
He had great anxiety and ſollicitude about 
his choice at Sudbury, forſome time together; 


and was deſirous to know the will of God, by 


carefully weighing the circumſtances of chings ; 
and determined to follow it, whoever ſhould be 
of another opinion from him. His friends gene- 
rally apprehended him fit for this city, where 
there is the greateſt extent of ſervice, and the 
great reſource of all reliets to the country; and 
that the work there would be too gteat for his 

ſtrength, 


[41] 


ſtrength. Their uncommon value and affecti- 
on to him, and the apprehenſions he enter- 
rained of greater uſefulneſs in a paſtoral rela- 
tion, among a conſiderable number of very 
ſerious people; determined his acceptance. 
When he was admonithed by an elder mini- 
ſer, of the weakneſs of his conſticution, he 
ſaid, He was willing to venture his life in the 
ſervice of God, wherever he ſhould call him; 
that it was a good work, and he ſerved a 
good Maſter, and he was not ſollicitous about 
the event. He told me, then in confidence, 
and with his uſual modeſty and humility; That 
he had ſpent a whole day in the exerciſes of 
prayer and devotion, for the divine direction 
and bleſſing upon his miniſtry; and next 
morning received the firſt motion of going to 
Sudbury. But they are bereaved, as well as 
the church of God, of his further labours; 


as Paul and Silas efſayed to go to Bithynia, Acts avi. 


but the Spirit ſuffered them not, The little 
earthen veſſel which contained ſo great a trea- 
ſure, is broken, and we have returned it to 
the duſt from whence it was taken : God has 
determined the matter, and prevented all 
our fears, as well as all our hopes, concern- 


ing him. 


I muſt bear this teſtimony to his memory 
from the moſt intimate acquaintance, and I 
know I have the - concurrence of my brethren, 
who beſt knew him ; That I never knew _ 


young miniſter of ſo ſerious a ſpirit, and fo 


earneſtly ſer for doing good. He was indeed 
ripe for ſervice, and 4 for heaven — 


L 40 J 

t ture rule, and the only authority of Chriſt 
jn the Chriſtian church; and the unalie- 
< nable right of every man to judge accor- 
ding to the beſt light and advantages of. 
c fered him, for himſelf.” He ſtood firm 
upon a broad bottom; and ſatisfied himſelf to 

be faichful co his light, without cenſure, or 
uncharitableneſs to others; and thought he 
had the advantage of the narrow ſpirited on 
2 A that he could worſhip God in the 
he preferred, and at the ſame time own 
and receive fellow Chriſtians of other com- 
munions, and was not confined by any prin- 
ciple, or prejudice of mind, within any little 
circle, or diſtinguiſhing denomination; or 
obliged to refuſe actual communion, upon any 
proper occaſions, with thoſe who have all the 
efſencials of the goſpel religion, and whom 
Chriſt will own at laſt. He was truly a pri- 
mitive Catholick, who loved and owned * 
ſincere Chiriſtians; ; and was of no one 
enxcluſive of all the reſt. He was juſt readin 
over the Chriſtian writers of the three 

centuries, when his ſickneſs ſeized him. 
He had great anxiety and ſollicitude about 
his choice at Sudbury, forſome time together; 
and was deſirous to know the will of God, bed 
carefully weighing the circumſtances of ching 
and determined to follow ir, whoever ſhould be 
of another opinion from him. His friends gene- 
rally apprehended him fit for this city, where 
there is the greateſt extent of ſervice, and the 
great reſource of all reliefs to the country; and 
that thework there would be too great for his 
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ſtrength. Their uncommon value and affecti- 
on to him, and the apprehenſions he enter- 
rained of greater uſefulneſs in a paſtoral rela- 
tion, among a conſiderable number of very 
ſerious: E determined his acceptance. 
c 


When he was admoniſhed by an elder mini- 
ſer, of the weakneſs of his conſticution, he 
ſaid, He was willing to venture his life in the 
ſervice of God, wherever he ſhould call him; 
that it was a good work, and he ſerved a 
good Maſter, and he was not ſollicitous about 
the event. He told me, then in confidence, 
and wich his uſual modeſty and humility; That 
he had ſpent a whole day in the exerciſes of 
prayer and devotion, for the divine direction 
and bleſſing upon his miniſtry; and next 
morning received the firſt motion of going to 
Sudbury. But they are bereaved, as well as 
the church of God, of his further labours; 


as Paul and Silas eſſayed to go to Bithynia, act: vi. 


but the Spirit ſuffered them not. The little 
earthen veſſel which contained ſo great a trea- 
lure, is broken, and we have returned ir to 
the duſt. from whence it was taken: God has 
determined the matter, and prevented all 
our fears, as well as all our hopes, concern- 
ng bn 1 d ee 

1 muſt bear this teſtimony to his memory 


from the moſt intimate acquaintance, and 1 


know I have the concurrence of my brethren, 
who beſt knew him ; That I never knew * 
young miniſter of ſo ſerious a ſpirit, and ſo 
earneſtly ſet for doing good. He was indeed 
ripe for ſervice, and * for heaven — 
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t can truly ſay, That I never heard him wieh- 
out pleaſtire, and often with admiration: Tho 


I defire to be thankful to the Father of lights, In. 


for the excellent furniture, and ſerious ſpirits, 
and promiſing hopes, of many of the younger 
Miniſters. )))) ĩ a es 

His ſickneſs was a flow fever, which pro- 
ved fatal, thro' the weakneſs of his conſtitu- 


tion, before it was apprehended dangerous. 


He ventured out while the feveriſh difordet 
hung upon him, and much exhauſted his 
ſpirits in a converfation with ſome younger 
perſons, who greatly valued his miniſtry, to 
enlarge their minds to gerierous and wotthy 
conceptions of the divine Being. When his 
books were packed up for his removal, he 
faid to a friend, at the beginning of his ſickneſs ; 
Perhaps I have a longer journey to go than to 


« Sudbury ;” and ſo it proved; for he died with - 
in one, on the ſame day he deſigned his jour- 


ney thither. The flow advance of his diſ- 
temper at firſt, which gave no apprehenſions 


to thoſe about him; and the ſudden turn of 
it afterwards, prevented any expreſſions of 


his mind about his death; which I doubt not 


would have been of a piece with the reſt of 


his life, and a fit cloſe of it; greatly to' the 
edification of thoſe about him. He was often 


heard to pray the laſt night, and ſometimes 


in Latin; I ſuppoſe for the greater freedom 


of his thoughts, and that he might not be un- 


derſtood by thoſe who attended him. 
He deſigned to have taken a ſolemn leave 


of the congregation, for whom he always 


exprolicd 


xp 
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xpreſſed a ſincere value, in a farewel ſermon ; 
j we had ſolemnly reſigned him up, and com- 
his, Initted him to the divine bleſſing, che laſt ſa- 
tament day at the Lord's table; for which he 
expreſs d the moſt affectionate gratitude. He 
had begun his ſermon on 2 Cor. xiv. 13, The 
apoſtolical benediftion ; which he deſigned to 
itu- Epubliſh to the world, and leave as a publick 
dus. ¶ mark of his reſpe& to you, and a help to the 
det underſtanding of one of the moſt weighty and 
his | comprehenſive expreſſions, moſt uſed in all 
ger ¶ the Chriſtian churches, and perhaps one of the 
to ¶ leaſt conſidered, of any inthe New Teſtament. 
thy This was the Chriſtian, this the Miniſter, 
his whoſe - converſation and labours we enjoy d 
he for almoſt ſeven years. I doubt not many 
els ; ¶ found that benefit by his miniſtry, which will 
to ff never be forgot; I am ſure we have all a great 
th- | account to give of the improvement of it. 
ur- And God grant that our profitting by the ſick- 
diſ- neſs and death, as well as by the life and la- 
ons | bours of his faithful ſervants, may appear to all 
_ of | men; and that we may give our account of 
_ of chem at laſt, with joy and not with grief. 
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ER E lye the Ruins of a lowly Tent, 
Where * phick Soul of Harvey ran 
ts mortal Years: © A — divinely bleſt: 

Too ſtrait the Building for th lluſtrious Gueſt 
A flaſh of cal ſhot from the Realms of Day 
Aids the flow Fever to conſume the Clay, 


And bears the Saint up chro the * Road: 
So Enoch, ſo Elijah went to God. 


What happy Prophet ſhall his Man find, 
10 to the double Bortion of hn Mind? 
Muſe j jam veteraſcenti inter 
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